
 

 

Issue 20 - spring 2016                                                         Midlands edition 

Welcome to AgriBuzz 
 

Welcome to AgriBuzz, our quarterly e-newsletter for farmers and land managers in the Midlands, keeping 
you up to date with information relevant to your agricultural business. 
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Hot topics 

SSAFO - changes to notification procedure and guidance 
A new streamlined approach is in place for farmers and advisors to notify us about 
new, or significantly enlarged/reconstructed Silage, Slurry and Agricultural Fuel Oil 
(SSAFO) facilities. Notably it includes the removal of the requirement to submit a 

WQE3 form. The SSAFO regulations were changed in 2013, since then there has been a legal requirement 
to notify us at least 14 days before construction starts. Revised guidance on how to notify us and what 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/storing-silage-slurry-and-agricultural-fuel-oil


information you will need to provide is now available. Once notification is received, we will then review the 
information and provide acceptance of the proposal or advice on ensuring compliance with the regulations. 
Please note the notification process for field silage remains unaltered. 

Biosecurity - protecting your business 
Biosecurity is about reducing the risk of introducing or spreading invasive non-native 
species (and other harmful organisms such as diseases) in the wild.   
As well as helping to prevent disease outbreaks in farm animals, good biosecurity 

procedures are vital for protecting our native wildlife and natural resources.  

 
 

Floating pennywort can grow up to 20cm a day! A single fragment can go from this... 
 

 
 

...to this in a single season! 

The aquatic environment is 
particularly susceptible to invasion 
and can act as a conduit for 
transporting non-native organisms 
between sites.  Just one drop of 
water is all it takes to transfer 
waterborne diseases between 
catchments.  Similarly, a single 
animal or just a fragment of plant 
is enough for a new site to be 
invaded by a new species and 
cause devastation.  For example, 
non-native aquatic plants like 
Floating Pennywort clog up 
waterways and can increase flood 
risk, whereas others such as 
Giant Hogweed, produce a sap 
that can cause severe skin 
blisters. 
 
Using the basic biosecurity 
principles of Check Clean Dry can 
significantly help to reduce the 
spread of invasive plants, animals 
and disease and protect your 
business. 
 

Check Clean Dry 

Check your equipment and 
clothing for living organisms. 
Make sure you know where 
materials brought onto your 
land have come from and 
what’s in them. 

Clean and wash all equipment, 
footwear and clothes 
thoroughly. If you do come 
across any organisms, leave 
them at the site where you 
found them. 

Dry all equipment and clothing 
– some species can live for 
many days in moist conditions. 
Make sure you don’t transfer 
water or material elsewhere. 

 

 

 
Further guidance on identifying 
invasive species is available.  

Did you know? Invasive non-native species in our watercourses costs the British economy £1.7 billion per annum 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/form-wqe4-making-or-storing-field-silage-notification
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry/index.cfm
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry/non-native-species-to-look-out-for.cfm
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry/non-native-species-to-look-out-for.cfm


The River 
Ryton 
project 

tackling diffuse pollution 

The River Ryton in Nottinghamshire has been the 
focus of an Environment Agency and 
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust project, who have 
been working together as part of the Idle Catchment 
Partnership initiative. The River Ryton has been 
identified as suffering from nutrient enrichment, 
particularly from excess phosphate.  The project 
worked with farmers and provided funding for works 
to reduce the impacts of diffuse pollution on the 
River Ryton, improving the water quality and 
ecology. Diffuse pollution can have many sources.  
On farms these can include; run off from fields, 
cattle entering watercourses, or poaching of the 
riverbank.  These all have a potentially negative 
impact on the water environment. 
Three different sites were chosen as part of the 
project, to deliver interventions that could improve 
water quality.  
At Hodsock a drainage ditch drains water from 
arable fields and transports it to the River Ryton. 
The project created an in-ditch wetland that is able 
to capture silt, phosphate and nitrates.  Additional 
planting will help filter the nitrates and also increase 
the biodiversity of the area. 
 

 
 

New in-ditch wetland at Hodsock 

 
In two other areas at Worksop and Serlby cattle 
were poaching riverbanks, which impacted on drains 
and mobilised silt, resulting in reduced water quality.  
At Worksop a cattle drinker was installed and at 
Serlby the project installed 450m of fencing.  
Working with the landowners we were able to show 
how diffuse pollution can be reduced by offering 
simple, workable solutions. Further advice on 
reducing diffuse pollution on your farm is available 
please contact us. 
 
 

 
 

New cattle drinker at Worksop 

 

 
 

New livestock fencing at Serlby 

http://www.catchmentbasedapproach.org/humber/idle
http://www.catchmentbasedapproach.org/humber/idle


 
 

Dairy cows 

Grassland derogation - reminder to submit 
records 
If you held an NVZ Grassland Derogation for 2015, you must 
submit details about your farming practices and fertiliser use 

for the period of 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2015 by 30 April 2016. This 
is your ‘fertilisation account’. Details must include: 
 

The total agricultural area of the derogated holding and the area (in 
hectares) covered by each of the following crops – winter wheat, spring 
wheat, winter barley, spring barley, winter oilseed rape, sugar beet, 
potatoes, forage maize and grass – and the area covered by any other 
crops. 

The number and category of livestock kept on your farm, and the amount 
of nitrogen and phosphate in the manure they produce (according to the 
categories in the standard values tables). 

The amount and type of livestock manure brought on or sent off your farm, 
together with the total amount of nitrogen and phosphate in that manure. 

The weight (tonnes) and nitrogen content of all manufactured nitrogen 
fertiliser stocks kept on, brought in or sent off your farm during the 
calendar year. 

 
You can submit your fertilisation account electronically by email or 
alternatively post to: Regulation Awareness Team, National Customer 
Contact Centre, The Environment Agency, Quadrant 2, Parkway Business 
Park, Sheffield, S9 4WF. 
These standards are part of cross compliance. Contact us if you have any 
queries about the NVZ regulations and derogation rules. 

Abstraction - reminder to submit 
returns 
A reminder that winter/all-year abstractors need 
to submit returns by 28 April 2016. You can 

submit your returns by completing the paper form we 
have sent you or you can register to submit your returns 
online. 
Did you know you must still submit a nil return if you do 
not use your licence? This is especially important if you 
spray irrigate and your licence has a two part tariff billing 
agreement as this means you will only pay 50% of your 
charges. If you do not submit any returns you will be 
charged the full amount. You can find out if your licence 
has a two part tariff by looking at your returns form or 
your licence agreement. If you do not submit your record 
of actual abstraction when required to do so, we may 
take enforcement action. For any further advice or 
guidance please visit our website or contact us. 

 
 

Water meter 

 

Events and diary dates 

Event Date(s) 
 
 
Countryside Stewardship – Mid Tier Advice 
Workshops 
A free workshop for those thinking of applying for 
Mid-Tier Countryside Stewardship this year.  
Includes, how the scheme works, who is eligible 
and what the environmental priorities are in your 
local area. 
An appointment for a one to one consultation 
where you can discuss your own mid-tier 
applications can be booked at the workshops. 

28 April 2016 
Stafford Showground, Stafford, Staffordshire, ST18 
0BD 
 
3 May 2016 
Moulton College, Kelmarsh Suite, Moulton, 
Northampton, NN3 7RR 
 
4 May 2016 
The John Thompson Inn, Ingelby, Melbourne, 
Derbyshire, DE73 7HW 
Rudyard Hotel, Leek, Staffordshire, ST13 8RN 

http://www.cfeonline.org.uk/key-actions-core-doc-final-041013
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/404596/nvz-guidance-blank-completion-data-tables-201312.xlsm
mailto:regaware@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/water-abstraction-returns
https://www.gov.uk/water-management-managing-your-water-abstraction-or-impoundment-licence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/countryside-stewardship-mid-tier-training-events
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/countryside-stewardship-mid-tier-training-events


Booking is essential as places are limited. Please 
call 08453 713399 or email bookings@adas.co.uk 
quoting the event of your choice. Please provide 
your name, address, contact number and CPH 
number when booking. Tea and coffee provided. 
 

 
5 May 2016 
Ledbury Rugby Club, Ledbury, Herefordshire, HR8 
2LP 
 
9 May 2016 
Monkhouse Granary, Monkhouse, Broadoak, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 3HP 
 
11 May 2016 
Melton Mowbray Market, Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire, LE13 1JY 
 
17 May 2016 
The Agricultural Business Centre, Bakewell, 
Derbyshire, DE45 1AH 
 
18 May 2016 
Hunsbury Hill Centre, Harksome Hill, Northampton, 
NN4 9QX 
 
19 May 2016 
Stratford Cattle Market, Clifford Chambers, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 8LP 

Nottinghamshire FWAG Woodland Management 
Evening 
This event will be a tour (on trailers) of the 
woodlands at Brackenhurst, with stops to discuss 
the management of all ages of woodland, 
woodland management plans and woodland 
management and creation under Countryside 
Stewardship and The Woodland Trust. 
Speakers include Chris Reynolds - Forestry 
Commission Woodland Officer and Emma Bird - 
The Woodland Trust. 
Following the tour light refreshments will be 
available courtesy of Nottingham Trent University. 
For more information and to book please contact 
Lesley Sharpe via email or call 07707 220121 / 
01777 870817. 

4 May 2016 - 6.15pm 
Brackenhurst College, Southwell, NG22 0QF 

British Pig and Poultry Fair 
A unique chance to gather valuable advice and 
ideas from industry experts, compare the latest 
new products and equipment from over 350 
exhibitors and network with other producers and 
allied industry. 

10 - 11 May 2016 
NAEC Stoneleigh, Warwickshire 

Trent Rivers Trust - Soar Catchment Partnership 
event 
A workshop hosted for individuals and 
organisations that have an interest in the future of 
the river and catchment area of the Soar and its 
tributaries, from farmers, anglers and community 
groups, specialists, policy makers and planners. 
Including an update of projects completed and 
planned, an update on the data and evidence 
work, sediment finger printing and development 
opportunities. To reserve a place please email 
Rosie at the Trent Rivers Trust by 6 May 2016. 

17 May 2016 
Beadles Lake Golf Course, East Goscote, 
Leicester, LE7 3WQ 

The Trent Rivers Trust Summer Conference: 
‘Making space for water in the Trent catchment’ 
The conference showcases presentations from 
Catchment Partnerships across the Trent 
catchment highlighting successes from their work. 
Presentations and workshop sessions will cover a 

15 June 2016 10am - 4pm 
Newark Showground, Newark, Nottinghamshire 

mailto:bookings@adas.co.uk
http://eastmidlandsfwag.co.uk/events/woodland-management
http://eastmidlandsfwag.co.uk/events/woodland-management
mailto:lesley.sharpe@live.co.uk
http://www.pigandpoultry.org.uk/
http://www.trentriverstrust.org/site/sites/default/files/Soar%20Event%20flier%20May%2016%20-%20Soar%20CP%20%26%20WaterLIFE.pdf
http://www.trentriverstrust.org/site/sites/default/files/Soar%20Event%20flier%20May%2016%20-%20Soar%20CP%20%26%20WaterLIFE.pdf
mailto:rosie@trentriverstrust.org
http://www.trentriverstrust.org/site/Events
http://www.trentriverstrust.org/site/Events


range of themes forming the focus of the work of 
each catchment partnership including fish 
passage, rural land management practice, urban 
community engagement and water level 
management. To reserve a place please email 
Rosie at the Trent Rivers Trust. 

Do you need help with your NVZ records 
Another day of NVZ record check sessions has 
been organised by Herefordshire Rural Hub, 
working with the Environment Agency. Bring along 
your own records for help and advice on how to fill 
them in, or just have them checked. 
To book in for one of these free sessions and to 
find out what information you will need to bring 
along please contact Frances at the Herefordshire 
Rural Hub or call 01432 353465. 

22 June 2016 10am - 3pm 
Agriculture House, Beech Business Park, Hereford, 
HR4 9QJ  

AgriBuzz - summer issue 
Please email us with any content ideas, stories or 
photos. 

July 2016 

 

Useful websites 

GOV.UK - Agriculture Relevant information covering the whole sector. 

GOV.UK - Publications catalogue 
Download the current and previous issues of 
AgriBuzz as a PDF document. 
Search for ‘AgriBuzz’ as the publications title. 

Environment Agency – What’s in your back yard? 

Use our interactive maps to find out more about the 
environment where you live. Including proposed 
NVZ designation, aquifer designation, groundwater 
source protection zones, flood maps and river 
quality. 

Environment Agency - How to comply with your 
landspreading permit 

Comprehensive guidance relevant for businesses 
involved in spreading waste materials on land 
including: 
-permit holders and their contractors 
-waste producers 
-land managers 
-farmers on whose land waste is spread 

Rainwater Harvesting 

Rainwater as a resource - a useful on-farm guide 
for rainwater harvesting. Including the economic 
and environmental benefits, what to consider, 
different systems, legislation and funding support. 

GOV.UK - Managing soil types 

This guide provides information on how to identify 
the 5 main soil types, outlines the main 
characteristics of each soil type and how to 
maintain good soil structure. It also explains how to 
assess soil structure and organic content and 
protect soil from erosion, organic matter decline, 
compaction and contamination. 

Ciria – livestock manure and silage storage 
infrastructure for agriculture (C759) 

The new updated Ciria report is available to 
download for free. It incorporates the amendment of 
the SSAFO Regulations, the introduction of new 
relevant regulations and the evolution of the 
construction and storage technologies. It provides 
up to date information on the selection, sizing, costs 
and risks associated with farm waste storage as 
well as on the issues that may arise during the 
design, construction and operation phases. 

Anglian Water Catchment Management – working 
with farmers 

Anglian Water’s catchment advisory team have 
spent the last year meeting farmers in key areas to 
talk about how we can work together to protect 
water quality. We have engaged with all the 
landowners around six of our reservoirs for a trial 

mailto:rosie@trentriverstrust.org
http://www.ruralhubspartnership.co.uk/do_you_need_help_with_your_nvz_records1
mailto:%20bookings@herefordshireruralhub.co.uk
mailto:%20bookings@herefordshireruralhub.co.uk
mailto:agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/32755.aspx
https://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/skeleton/publications/default.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/37793.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/290130/LIT_5492_40c081.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/290130/LIT_5492_40c081.pdf
http://www.swarmhub.co.uk/index.php?dlrid=4291
https://www.gov.uk/managing-soil-types
https://www.ciria.org/resources/free_publications/farms.aspx
https://www.ciria.org/resources/free_publications/farms.aspx
http://www.anglianwater.co.uk/environment/our-commitment/our-plans/working-with-farmers.aspx
http://www.anglianwater.co.uk/environment/our-commitment/our-plans/working-with-farmers.aspx


project to create metaldehyde-free areas. We are 
also speaking to farmers about nitrate vulnerable 
zones and sensitive pesticide management. We 
aim to build a partnership in the Anglian Water area 
that delivers healthy crops and healthy water. 

Severn Trent Water Catchment Management 

Working with farmers and land managers to reduce 
risks to drinking water. 
As part of their £21million plan for the next 5 years 
(2015 - 2020), the STW catchment team are 
launching two new farmer support schemes: 
-Severn Trent Environmental Protection Scheme 
(STEPS) -farmer grants of up to £5000 per farm for 
infrastructure investments and land management 
changes to protect / improve drinking water quality. 
-Metaldehyde Schemes - support to help manage 
levels of metaldehyde in drinking water. 

Peak District National Park – Farmers and land 
managers 

If you are a farmer or land manager, you can 
access a range of services from the Peak District 
National Park Authority. Including; information on 
conservation and grants for land management, 
getting advice, understanding regulations and 
saving money, event information and useful links. 

Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) 

CSF is a project run by Natural England in 
partnership with the Environment Agency and 
Defra. It raises awareness of diffuse water pollution 
from agriculture (DWPA) by giving free training and 
advice to farmers in priority catchments in England. 
The GOV.UK website provides further information. 

Campaign for the Farmed Environment 
An industry wide campaign that recognises the 
importance of managing the farmed environment 
voluntarily. Including how to take part, online record 
and advice area. 

Farming Advice Service 

Provides advice on subjects including; cross 
compliance, ‘greening’, water use and quality, 
pesticide use, including Integrated Pest 
Management planning, to help you improve the 
economic and environmental performance of your 
farm.  

Voluntary Initiative 
Relevant advice and guidance from a programme 
developed to minimise the environmental impacts 
from pesticides. 

GOV.UK – Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
reform 

Find out about the CAP schemes in England, 
including Basic Payment and Rural Development 
Programme for England schemes. 

GOV.UK - NVZ  
NVZ guidance and information. Including access to 
the leaflets and publications, and the regional 
boundary maps. 

 

Contact us 

Please email us if you need any information or advice, or have any feedback or ideas for the next issue of 
the AgriBuzz. Alternatively call the customer service line: 03708 506 506 quoting ‘AgriBuzz’. 

Please feel free to circulate this information to anyone who you think may benefit. 
To subscribe to, or unsubscribe from this newsletter please click the buttons below: 

 

subscribe             unsubscribe 
 

Customer service line: 03708 506 506 Incident hotline: 0800 80 70 60 
 

 

agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 
 

 

https://www.stwater.co.uk/about-us/environment/catchment-management/18445
https://www.stwater.co.uk/content/ConWebDoc/7100
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/looking-after/living-and-working/farmers-land-managers
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/looking-after/living-and-working/farmers-land-managers
https://www.gov.uk/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution
http://www.cfeonline.org.uk/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farming-advice
http://www.voluntaryinitiative.org.uk/en/home
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/common-agricultural-policy-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/common-agricultural-policy-reform
https://www.gov.uk/nitrate-vulnerable-zones
mailto:agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20your%20mailing%20list
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