
 

 

Issue 21 - summer 2016                                                                  Midlands edition 

Welcome to AgriBuzz 
 

Welcome to AgriBuzz, our quarterly e-newsletter for farmers and land managers in the Midlands, keeping you up to 
date with information relevant to your agricultural business. 
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Black and white wrapped bales 

Hot topics 

 
Brexit - what does ‘business as usual’ actually mean? 
We have received many enquiries about what Brexit, the referendum vote to leave 
the European Union (EU), means for agricultural regulation. Our response is 
‘business as usual’ for the time being. But why is this the case and what does this 

actually mean? In summary, for at least the next two years there will be no immediate change to what we do and how 
we do it. This is because we are currently still a member of the EU and when Article 50 is invoked we still remain bound 
by EU law until the withdrawal agreement comes into force and that takes two years unless an extension is agreed. 
Therefore ‘business as usual’ means the requirement to comply with the current rules and no immediate change to 
these rules or regulations. This also means we will be providing the same advice and guidance and undertaking 
regulatory visits as planned. 
We have recently set up our own Europe Unit to coordinate our response to Brexit and we will be working closely with 
Defra and the rest of the government to ensure that we play a full part in shaping and delivering a strong future for the 
UK outside the EU.  
We understand that Brexit may generate questions and concerns, especially in terms of plans for long term investments 

to comply with current rules. We want to listen to you – we need you to help us to design a better future, therefore if you 
do have any questions or concerns, or would like to share ideas with us about the future of agricultural regulation we 
would like to hear from you, please email us and we can direct them (anonymously if required) to the Europe Unit. 
  

  



  

 

 
 

End-of-life tyres 
 

 
 

Burning waste in the open 

Reminder – agricultural waste 
exemptions renewal 
For many farmers it is now time to renew your 
agricultural waste exemptions. The 

Environmental Permitting Regulations (2010) introduced a new system for waste 
exemptions and the final date for transition into the new system was October 2013. 
The registrations last for 3 years and therefore 2016 will be the year for many to 
ensure they are renewed.  
All exemptions, which cover low risk activities, are free of charge to register.  
You should receive a reminder letter to renew which will list those you have 
registered. Please ensure you have all those that you require and register any new 
ones you may need. 
Exemptions are split into U - Using, T - Treating, D - Disposing and S - Storing. 
Some common agricultural exemptions are; 
 

U1 – Use of waste in construction 

U8 – Using waste for a specified purpose  

U10 – Spreading waste to benefit agricultural land  

U13 – Spreading plant matter to provide benefits  

T4 – Preparatory treatments (baling, shredding, sorting etc) 

D1 – Depositing waste from dredging inland waters 

D7 – Burning waste in the open 

S1 – Storing waste in secure containers 

S2 – Storing waste in a secure place 

 
You can find a complete list of the exemptions available and register or renew 
online. 
Please note: Manure and slurry are not waste when used directly as a fertiliser, 
including when they are used on a different farm to where they came from. 
 
 

  

Launch of the Doncaster 
Groundwater Safeguard Zones 
campaign 

Armthorpe, Highfield and Littleworth boreholes are used 
by Yorkshire Water to supply drinking water to the local 
Doncaster area. They abstract from the underlying 
Sandstone, which is covered by sand and gravels. 
Groundwater is shallow in these locations. It is known 
that nitrate concentrations have been increasing for 
many decades. Due to this Groundwater Safeguard 
Zones (SGZ) have been designed to highlight the 
concerns of the catchments, to raise awareness with 
landowners, and to help prioritise resources. 
Our team are working with farmers in the Doncaster SGZ 
catchments of Armthorpe, Highfield and Littleworth, to 
raise awareness of best practice for use of nitrates, to 

promote the careful use of nitrates within the SGZ’s to 
help prevent the deterioration of these water sources. 
Ultimately reducing the need to build expensive new 
drinking water treatment plants and help us meet the 
Water Framework Directive (WFD) targets.  
To find out if you are located within a safeguard zone 
search WIYBY. If you would like advice and guidance 
about preventing pollution from nitrates and other 
fertilisers, pesticides and chemicals, or would like to 
arrange a free advisory visit please contact us. 
 

 

 

 
 

Doncaster groundwater SGZ catchment areas 

 

Events and diary dates 

Event Date(s) 

Leicestershire County Show  
The showcase for the Leicestershire farming scene, 
staged at an 85 acre site. 

 
27 August 2016 
Airfield Farm, Market Harborough, Leicestershire 
 

Hope Show 
A wide range of displays, classes and competitions 
including the Sheepdog trials, Show Jumping, Heavy & 
Light Horses Showing, Poultry, Cattle and Sheep, 

including Rare Breeds, Gundogs, Vintage Cars and 
Motorbikes, Vintage Tractors and Engines, Horticulture, 
Crafts and lots more. 

 
 
29 August 2016 
The Showground, Marsh Farm, Castleton, Derbyshire 

Chatsworth Country Fair 
The annual country fair including; massed pipe and 
military bands, demonstrations and parades, hot air 
balloons, parachuting and over 300 varied trade stands 
and rural crafts. Displays in the Grand Ring including; 
vintage car parade, hot air balloon races and terrier 
racing. Also sporting clay pigeon shoot, bouncy castle 

 
2 - 4 September 2016 
Chatsworth, Bakewell, Derbyshire 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-exemptions-using-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-exemptions-treating-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-exemptions-disposing-of-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-exemptions-storing-waste
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-your-waste-exemptions-environmental-permits
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?x=357683&y=355134&scale=1&layerGroups=default&ep=map&textonly=off&lang=_e&topic=drinkingwater
http://leicestershirecountyshow.co.uk/
http://www.hopeshow.co.uk/
http://www.chatsworth.org/attractions-and-events/events/event/chatsworth-country-fair


and old time fairground, armed service displays, horse 
shoeing, Ferret racing, archery and sheep dog trials. 

UK Dairy Day  
A dedicated annual one day event for the dairy 
industry, including exhibitors and seminars. 

14 September 2016 
International Centre, Telford 

Southwell Ploughing Match & Show 
Including; ploughing, horses ploughing and working 
horse, beef and dairy, horse and pony classes, over 
100 trade stands, commercial and non-commercial 
produce, classes, horticultural and domestic produce 
marquee and farmers market. 

 
24 September 2016 

Farnsfield, Nottinghamshire 

 

AgriBuzz - Autumn Issue 
Please email us with any content ideas, stories or 

photos. 

October 2016 

 

Useful websites 

GOV.UK - Agriculture Relevant information covering the whole sector. 

GOV.UK - Publications catalogue 
Download the current and previous issues of AgriBuzz as 
a PDF document. 
Search for ‘AgriBuzz’ as the publications title. 

Environment Agency – What’s in your back yard? 

Use our interactive maps to find out more about the 
environment where you live. Including proposed NVZ 
designation, aquifer designation, groundwater source 
protection zones, flood maps and river quality. 

Environment Agency - How to comply with your 
landspreading permit 

Comprehensive guidance relevant for businesses 
involved in spreading waste materials on land including: 
-permit holders and their contractors 
-waste producers 

-land managers 
-farmers on whose land waste is spread 

Rainwater Harvesting 

Rainwater as a resource - a useful on-farm guide for 
rainwater harvesting. Including the economic and 
environmental benefits, what to consider, different 
systems, legislation and funding support. 

GOV.UK - Managing soil types 

This guide provides information on how to identify the 5 
main soil types, outlines the main characteristics of each 
soil type and how to maintain good soil structure. It also 
explains how to assess soil structure and organic content 
and protect soil from erosion, organic matter decline, 
compaction and contamination. 

Ciria – livestock manure and silage storage 

infrastructure for agriculture (C759) 

The new updated Ciria report is available to download for 
free. It incorporates the amendment of the SSAFO 
Regulations, the introduction of new relevant regulations 
and the evolution of the construction and storage 

technologies. It provides up to date information on the 
selection, sizing, costs and risks associated with farm 
waste storage as well as on the issues that may arise 
during the design, construction and operation phases. 

Anglian Water Catchment Management – working with 
farmers 

Anglian Water’s catchment advisory team have spent the 
last year meeting farmers in key areas to talk about how 
we can work together to protect water quality. We have 
engaged with all the landowners around six of our 
reservoirs for a trial project to create metaldehyde-free 
areas. We are also speaking to farmers about nitrate 
vulnerable zones and sensitive pesticide management. 
We aim to build a partnership in the Anglian Water area 
that delivers healthy crops and healthy water. 

Severn Trent Water Catchment Management 

Working with farmers and land managers to reduce risks 
to drinking water. 

As part of their £21million plan for the next 5 years (2015 
- 2020), the STW catchment team are launching two new 
farmer support schemes: 
-Severn Trent Environmental Protection Scheme 
(STEPS) -farmer grants of up to £5000 per farm for 
infrastructure investments and land management 
changes to protect / improve drinking water quality. 
-Metaldehyde Schemes - support to help manage levels 
of metaldehyde in drinking water. 

Peak District National Park – Farmers and land 
managers 

If you are a farmer or land manager, you can access a 
range of services from the Peak District National Park 
Authority. Including; information on conservation and 
grants for land management, getting advice, 
understanding regulations and saving money, event 

information and useful links. 

Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) 

CSF is a project run by Natural England in partnership 
with the Environment Agency and Defra. It raises 
awareness of diffuse water pollution from agriculture 
(DWPA) by giving free training and advice to farmers in 
priority catchments in England. The GOV.UK website 
provides further information. 

Campaign for the Farmed Environment 
An industry wide campaign that recognises the 
importance of managing the farmed environment 
voluntarily. Including how to take part, online record and 
advice area. 

Farming Advice Service Provides advice on subjects including; cross compliance, 
‘greening’, water use and quality, pesticide use, including 

http://www.ukdairyday.co.uk/
http://www.southwellploughingmatch.co.uk/
mailto:agriculture.dnl@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/32755.aspx
https://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/skeleton/publications/default.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/37793.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/290130/LIT_5492_40c081.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/290130/LIT_5492_40c081.pdf
http://www.swarmhub.co.uk/index.php?dlrid=4291
https://www.gov.uk/managing-soil-types
https://www.ciria.org/resources/free_publications/farms.aspx
https://www.ciria.org/resources/free_publications/farms.aspx
http://www.anglianwater.co.uk/environment/our-commitment/our-plans/working-with-farmers.aspx
http://www.anglianwater.co.uk/environment/our-commitment/our-plans/working-with-farmers.aspx
https://www.stwater.co.uk/about-us/environment/catchment-management/18445
https://www.stwater.co.uk/content/ConWebDoc/7100
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/looking-after/living-and-working/farmers-land-managers
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/looking-after/living-and-working/farmers-land-managers
https://www.gov.uk/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution
http://www.cfeonline.org.uk/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farming-advice


Integrated Pest Management planning, to help you 
improve the economic and environmental performance of 
your farm.  

Voluntary Initiative 
Relevant advice and guidance from a programme 
developed to minimise the environmental impacts from 
pesticides. 

GOV.UK – Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reform 
Find out about the CAP schemes in England, including 
Basic Payment and Rural Development Programme for 
England schemes. 

GOV.UK - NVZ  
NVZ guidance and information. Including access to the 
leaflets and publications, and the regional boundary 
maps. 

 

Contact us 

Please email us if you need any information or advice, or have any feedback or ideas for the next issue of the 
AgriBuzz. Alternatively call the customer service line: 03708 506 506 quoting ‘AgriBuzz’. 

Please feel free to circulate this information to anyone who you think may benefit. 
To subscribe to, or unsubscribe from this newsletter please click the buttons below: 

 

subscribe             unsubscribe 
 

Customer service line: 03708 506 506 Incident hotline: 0800 80 70 60 
 

 

agriculture.DNL@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 
 

 

http://www.voluntaryinitiative.org.uk/en/home
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/common-agricultural-policy-reform
https://www.gov.uk/nitrate-vulnerable-zones
mailto:agriculture.DNL@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:agriculture.DNL@environment-agency.gov.uk?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20your%20mailing%20list
mailto:agriculture.DNL@environment-agency.gov.uk?subject=Please%20remove%20me%20from%20your%20mailing%20list
mailto:agriculture.DNL@environment-agency.gov.uk

