
 

 

Issue 23 - winter 2016                                                                             Midlands edition 

Welcome to AgriBuzz 
 

Welcome to AgriBuzz, our quarterly e-newsletter for farmers and land managers in the Midlands, keeping you up to date with 
information relevant to your agricultural business. 
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Cattle in snow 

Hot topics 

NVZ designation update - newly designated and de-designated areas 
Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) are areas designated as being at risk from agricultural nitrate 
pollution. They include about 58% of land in England. Defra reviews Nitrate Vulnerable Zones 
(NVZs) every four years to account for changes in water pollution. The new Nitrate Pollution 

Prevention (Amendment) Regulations 2016 and (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2016 came into force on 31 December 
2016. These regulations amend the current Nitrate Pollution Prevention Regulations 2015, and update the designation of 
NVZs for 2017-2020. NVZs for 2017-2020 start on 1 January 2017. They include new NVZ areas, and exclude areas that 
have been de-designated. Find out if your land is in an NVZ. There are transitional arrangements for newly designated farms. 
Farms that are in an NVZ for the first time in 2017 will be given time to adjust their farming practices and don’t have to comply 
with any of the legal requirements until 1 January 2018 and some legal requirements until 31 July 2019. 
Defra are sending out written notices in early 2017 to any person who owns or occupies land completely or partly in an NVZ. 
Notices will be sent out during January and February 2017. You can appeal against the designation of your land if you believe 
your land doesn’t drain into polluted water, or drains into water that shouldn’t be identified as polluted. This appeal must be 
received within 28 days of the date of the notice. Further NVZ designation guidance and information is available. 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/1190/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/1190/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/1254/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/668/contents/made
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?x=357683&y=355134&scale=1&layerGroups=default&ep=map&textonly=off&lang=_e&topic=nvz
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nitrate-vulnerable-zones-appeal-a-decision-notice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nutrient-management-nitrate-vulnerable-zones


 
 

Selection of NVZ designation map 
 

Do you know – You have until 20 March 2017 to apply for your grassland derogation   

 

  

Landspreading - 
changes to permits 

There are an increasing 
number of ways farmers 

and landowners can treat land for agricultural or ecological 
improvement. If you spread waste to land or have a contractor 
come onto your land to do this for you then you will be familiar 
with the Standard Rules permits for landspreading, particularly 
SR2010No4: Mobile plant for landspreading and SR2010No6: 
Mobile plant for landspreading of sewage sludge.  
Following on from Consultation 14, which ran in 2015, there 
have been some changes and updates made to the conditions 
of these permits. From 6 April 2017 the updated permit will 
become live and supersede the existing permit.   
The main differences for both are: 
 

There is a change to the amount of waste that can be 
stored. If the waste is non-stackable then the storage limit 
has been dropped from 3000 tonnes to 1250 tonnes. If the 
waste is stackable then the limit is still 3000 tonnes 
Previously the limit for land that could be spread under 
each deployment was 50 hectares. You can now apply for 
up to 100 hectares for a single continuously managed area 
of land  
Field heaps need to occupy as small as surface area as 
possible and not be located within 30m of surface water if 
the land is steeply sloping 

It is now a permit condition that the waste should not be 
spread on the land if it is snow covered, waterlogged, 
frozen or frozen for 12 hours or more in the preceding 24 
hours 
The Environment Agency now requires notification at least 
48 hours but no more than 7 days in advance of the 
intention to commence spreading 

 

For SR2010No4 there has also been an increase in the 
number of wastes you can spread, with 3 new wastes in List A 
and 15 new wastes in List B 
 
For further advice and guidance please contact us. 
 

 
 

Landspreading liquid waste 

Landspreading - 
new storage 
requirements 

Another outcome from Consultation 14 has been an update 
to the Standard Rules permit SR2010 No17: storing waste. 
Previously this permit was just for the storage of digestate 
from anaerobic digestion plants.  
 
From 6th April 2017 this permit will cover the storage of 
wastes to be used in land treatment. This permit now covers 
86 waste types that can be stored for up to 3 years pending 
recovery by land treatment. This includes all the non-
hazardous waste types listed under SR2010No4: Mobile 
plant for landspreading and SR2010No6: Mobile plant for 
landspreading of sewage sludge.  
 
Stackable waste needs to be securely stored on an 
impermeable surface and non-stackable waste can be 
stored within a secure container or containers, including 
lagoons, designed to the appropriate specification in the 
CIRIA report C759 Livestock manure and silage storage 
infrastructure for agriculture.  
The generic risk assessment has also been updated.  
 

For further advice and guidance please contact us. 
 

 
 

Landspreading equipment 
 

Landspreading: Do you know? 
Low risk waste to land operations can operate under U10 
and U11 exemptions where appropriate. If your activity is 
exempt you need to ensure you register it as exempt. 

The NFU have produced a very useful guide - Know 
what’s going onto your land – a checklist for 
landspreading waste 

If your agricultural business transports its own waste you 
must register as a waste carrier. Registration is free 
Manures and slurries are not classed as waste when 
spread to farmland as a fertiliser. However they can 
cause pollution and you won’t get the maximum value out 
of them if they are not spread carefully. Refer to the best 
practice guidance. 

 

  

http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?x=357683&y=355134&scale=1&layerGroups=default&ep=map&textonly=off&lang=_e&topic=nvz
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/grassland-derogations-for-livestock-manure-in-nitrate-vulnerable-zones
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sr2010-no4-mobile-plant-for-land-spreading
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sr2010-no6-mobile-plant-for-land-spreading-of-sewage-sludge
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sr2010-no6-mobile-plant-for-land-spreading-of-sewage-sludge
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/standard-rules-consultation-no14-new-and-revised-standard-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/standard-rules-consultation-no14-new-and-revised-standard-rules
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sr2010-no17-storage-of-digestate-from-anaerobic-digestion-plants
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sr2010-no4-mobile-plant-for-land-spreading
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sr2010-no4-mobile-plant-for-land-spreading
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sr2010-no6-mobile-plant-for-land-spreading-of-sewage-sludge
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sr2010-no6-mobile-plant-for-land-spreading-of-sewage-sludge
https://www.ciria.org/resources/free_publications/farms.aspx
https://www.ciria.org/resources/free_publications/farms.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sr2010-no17-storage-of-digestate-from-anaerobic-digestion-plants
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-exemption-u10-spreading-waste-to-benefit-agricultural-land
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-exemption-u11-spreading-waste-to-benefit-non-agricultural-land
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-your-waste-exemptions-environmental-permits
https://www.nfuonline.com/land-spreading_v3
https://www.nfuonline.com/land-spreading_v3
https://www.nfuonline.com/land-spreading_v3
https://www.gov.uk/waste-carrier-or-broker-registration
http://adlib.everysite.co.uk/resources/000/252/413/pb13558-cogap-131223.pdf
http://adlib.everysite.co.uk/resources/000/252/413/pb13558-cogap-131223.pdf


Grant scheme for slurry store 
covers - reminder: deadline 31 
January 2017 

If you are a dairy and/or beef farmer in England you can apply 
for the Farming Ammonia Reduction Grant (FARG) scheme. 
Grants at 100% of the standard rate offered through 
Countryside Stewardship are available to pay for slurry store 
covers. You will also receive one-to-one advice from a farm 
advisor on ways you can reduce ammonia emissions and 
conserve nitrogen which could increase the efficiency of your 
farm system. 
 

Benefits of slurry store covers: 

Protects the store from rainwater and reduces storage and 
field application costs 

Reduces the loss of nitrogen and increases the value of 
slurry as a fertiliser 

Reduces ammonia emissions and improves air quality 

Minimises odour emissions 
 

Your application must be received by Natural England on or 
before 31 January 2017.  
There is no maximum available grant on eligible capital items 
for each farm business. 

 
 

Slurry store 
 

Your store should be fit for purpose and where relevant 
comply with the relevant regulations. 
For further information and how to apply please consult the 
Guide to Farming Ammonia Reduction Grant Scheme or 
contact us for further information. 

 

 
 

Cattle 

Pollution prevention campaign – can you 
help? 
Is your farm within the East Midlands? Do you have a 
large cattle herd? If so, we would love to hear from 

you. We are launching a pollution prevention campaign and as part of this we want to 
work with farmers and land managers in the East Midlands area who have large cattle 
herds. We wish to visit farms to provide free pollution prevention advice and guidance, 
and particularly to offer signposting for any relevant funding that is available for 
improvements which benefit the environment. Our aims are to reduce the potential for 
pollution incidents and to help us meet our Water Framework Directive (WFD) targets. 
Please contact us for further information. 
 
Please note, if you do not have a large cattle herd but would like pollution prevention 
information and guidance, please still contact us. 

 

 
 

Events and diary dates 

Event Date(s) 

Green Futures 2017 - East Midlands 
A series of events run by the NFU, Natural England, the 
Environment Agency, Campaign for the Farmed 
Environment and the Farming Advice Service. Featuring 
information and advice for farmers and growers on 
changes to cross compliance, Countryside Stewardship, 
flooding and de-silting and progress for the CFE campaign 
and how farmers and growers can continue to contribute. 
Free to attend. 
BASIS and NRoSO points available. 
Places limited, to book please call 01572 824250 or email 
east.midlands@nfu.org.uk 
 

30 January 2017 - 7.30pm 
Bluebell Inn, Tissington, DE6 1NH 
 
2 February 2017 - 11am 
Kenwick Park Golf Club, Louth, LN11 8NY 
 
6 February 2017 - 2pm 
Newark Showground, Winthorpe, NG24 2NY 
 
8 February 2017 - 7.30pm 
Springfields Centre, Spalding, PE12 6EU 
 
9 February 2017 - 2pm 
Moulton College, Northampton, NN3 7RR 
 
27 February 2017 - 11am 
Elsham Golf Club, Brigg, DN20 0LS 
 
28 February 2017 - 7.30pm 
Kilworth Springs Golf Club, Lutterworth, LE17 6HJ 

Green Futures 2017 - West Midlands 
The Green Futures Team working together to help farming 
businesses comply with cross compliance, environmental 
issues and legislation by organising seminars across the 
region. Topics covering: 
-Cross compliance – including 2017 update and inspection 
issues 
-Basic Payment Scheme claim for 2017. Greening and 
EFA’s 
-Key environmental management issues for 2017 
-Contingency planning – avoiding ‘the worst’ happening. 
Advice on how to assess your farming structures 
-New of the Countryside Stewardship Schemes in 2017 
-Information on other national and local environmental 
initiatives and schemes 
-Planning the way forward for the farm business 
Free to attend.  
BASIS and NRoSO registration applied for. 
Places limited, to book please call 01432 353465 or email 
Herefordshire Rural Hub. 

31 January 2017 - 2 - 4pm 
The New Cattle Market Canteen, Livestock Market, Hereford, 
HR4 7AN 
 
31 January 2017 - 7 - 9pm  
The New Cattle Market Canteen, Livestock Market, Hereford, 
HR4 7AN 
 
2 February 2017 - 2 - 4pm 
Stratford Livestock Market, Wincot Farm, Warwickshire, 
CV37 8LE 
 
2 February 2017 - 7 - 9pm 
Arthur Rank Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ 
 
7 February 2017 - 2 - 4pm 
Prees Cricket Club, Prees, Shropshire, SY13 2DX 
 
7 February 2017 - 7 - 9pm 
Craven Arms Community Centre, Shropshire, SY7 9PS 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/beef-and-dairy-farmers-apply-for-a-farming-ammonia-reduction-grant/guide-to-farming-ammonia-reduction-grant-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/storing-silage-slurry-and-agricultural-fuel-oil
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/beef-and-dairy-farmers-apply-for-a-farming-ammonia-reduction-grant/guide-to-farming-ammonia-reduction-grant-scheme
https://www.nfuonline.com/about-us/our-offices/east-midlands/east-midlands-key-content/events-around-the-region/green-futures-2017/
mailto:east.midlands@nfu.org.uk
http://www.farmingadviceservice.org.uk/events/green-futures-22/2016-02-02
mailto:%20bookings@herefordshireruralhub.co.uk


 
15 February 2017 - 2 - 4pm 
Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club, Cleobury Mortimer, 
Kidderminster, DY14 8HQ 
 
15 February 2017 - 7 - 9pm 
YFC Centre, Shires Farm, Hawford, Worcestershire, WR3 
7SG 
 
27 February 2017 - 2 - 4pm 
Staffordshire County Showground, Stafford, ST18 0BD 
 
27 February 2017 - 7 - 9pm 
Rudyard Hotel, Rudyard, Staffordshire, ST13 8RN 

Improving Your Soils - Cultivations 
A free interactive workshop exploring the intimate nature of 
soils, including; 
-What do we do that’s bad for our soils? 
-Impacts of cultivations, machinery and animals on soil 
structure, drainage and biology 
-What options do we have for improving soil management? 
-Improving soil organic matter - why and how? 
-Measuring and monitoring soil health 
-Exploring our soils 
-Assessment of soil texture and structure 
Lunch provided. And includes a possible trailer tour of the 
Welbeck Estate afterwards, weather permitting. 
BASIS points available. 
Please register your place. 

23 February 2017 9.45am - 3pm 
Welbeck Estates, Lady Margaret Hall, Worksop, 
Nottinghamshire, S80 3NB 

AgriBuzz - Issue 24 - spring 2017 
Please email us with any content ideas, stories or photos. 

April 2017 
 

Useful websites 

GOV.UK - Agriculture Relevant information covering the whole sector. 

Whatsbubbling 

News and updates from the Environment Agency teams in 
the East Midlands. Download the current and previous issues 
of AgriBuzz as a PDF to print and keep or share the web link 
with friends or colleagues. 

Environment Agency – What’s in your back yard? 

Use our interactive maps to find out more about the 
environment where you live. Including proposed NVZ 
designation, aquifer designation, groundwater source 
protection zones, flood maps and river quality. 

Environment Agency - How to comply with your 
landspreading permit 

Comprehensive guidance relevant for businesses involved in 
spreading waste materials on land including: 
-permit holders and their contractors 
-waste producers 
-land managers 
-farmers on whose land waste is spread 

GOV.UK - Managing soil types 

This guide provides information on how to identify the 5 main 
soil types, outlines the main characteristics of each soil type 
and how to maintain good soil structure. It also explains how 
to assess soil structure and organic content and protect soil 
from erosion, organic matter decline, compaction and 
contamination. 

Ciria – livestock manure and silage storage infrastructure 
for agriculture (C759) 

The updated Ciria report is available to download for free. It 
incorporates the amendment of the SSAFO Regulations, the 
introduction of new relevant regulations and the evolution of 
the construction and storage technologies. It provides up to 
date information on the selection, sizing, costs and risks 
associated with farm waste storage as well as on the issues 
that may arise during the design, construction and operation 
phases. 

Anglian Water Catchment Management – working with 
farmers 

Anglian Water’s catchment advisory team have spent the last 
year meeting farmers in key areas to talk about how we can 
work together to protect water quality. We have engaged with 
all the landowners around six of our reservoirs for a trial 
project to create metaldehyde-free areas. We are also 
speaking to farmers about nitrate vulnerable zones and 
sensitive pesticide management. We aim to build a 
partnership in the Anglian Water area that delivers healthy 
crops and healthy water. 

Severn Trent Water Catchment Management 

Working with farmers and land managers to reduce risks to 
drinking water. 
As part of their £21million plan for the next 5 years (2015 - 
2020), the STW catchment team are launching two new 
farmer support schemes: 
-Severn Trent Environmental Protection Scheme (STEPS) -
farmer grants of up to £5000 per farm for infrastructure 
investments and land management changes to protect / 
improve drinking water quality. The application period is now 
open and will close on 17 March 2017. 
-Farmers as Producers of Clean Water (FaPCW) - support to 
help manage levels of metaldehyde in drinking water. 

Peak District National Park – Farmers and land managers 
If you are a farmer or land manager, you can access a range 
of services from the Peak District National Park Authority. 
Including; information on conservation and grants for land 

http://www.smartagriplatform.com/event-2420481
http://www.smartagriplatform.com/event-2420481/Registration
mailto:agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/32755.aspx
https://whatsbubbling.uk/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/37793.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/290130/LIT_5492_40c081.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/290130/LIT_5492_40c081.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/managing-soil-types
https://www.ciria.org/resources/free_publications/farms.aspx
https://www.ciria.org/resources/free_publications/farms.aspx
http://www.anglianwater.co.uk/environment/our-commitment/our-plans/working-with-farmers.aspx
http://www.anglianwater.co.uk/environment/our-commitment/our-plans/working-with-farmers.aspx
https://www.stwater.co.uk/about-us/environment/catchment-management/18445
https://www.stwater.co.uk/about-us/environment/catchment-management/steps/
http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/looking-after/living-and-working/farmers-land-managers


management, getting advice, understanding regulations and 
saving money, event information and useful links. 

Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) 

CSF is a scheme run by Natural England in partnership with 
the Environment Agency and Defra. The GOV.UK website 
provides information on how to get free advice and training to 
reduce diffuse water pollution from farming and claim grants 
under the Capital Grant Scheme. 

Campaign for the Farmed Environment 
An industry wide campaign that recognises the importance of 
managing the farmed environment voluntarily. Including how 
to take part, online record and advice area. 

Herefordshire Rural Hub 

 

Keeping farming and rural businesses in Herefordshire up-to-
date with the things that matter. Informing you of business 
development opportunities, funding opportunities, changes to 
rules and regulations and local events of interest etc. through 
a regular newsletter, email updates and events and 
workshops. 

Farming Advice Service 

Provides advice on subjects including; cross compliance, 
‘greening’, water use and quality, pesticide use, including 
Integrated Pest Management planning, to help you improve 
the economic and environmental performance of your farm.  

Voluntary Initiative Relevant advice and guidance from a programme developed 
to minimise the environmental impacts from pesticides. 

GOV.UK - NVZ  
NVZ guidance and information. Including access to the 
leaflets and publications, and the regional boundary maps. 

  
 

Contact us 

Please email us if you need any information or advice, or have any feedback or ideas for the next issue of the AgriBuzz. 
Alternatively call the customer service line: 03708 506 506 quoting ‘AgriBuzz’. 

Please feel free to circulate this information to anyone who you think may benefit. 
To subscribe to, or unsubscribe from this newsletter please click the buttons below: 

 

subscribe             unsubscribe 
 

Customer service line: 03708 506 506 Incident hotline: 0800 80 70 60 
 

 

agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution
http://www.cfeonline.org.uk/
http://www.herefordshireruralhub.co.uk/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farming-advice
http://www.voluntaryinitiative.org.uk/en/home
https://www.gov.uk/nitrate-vulnerable-zones
mailto:agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20your%20mailing%20list
mailto:agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk?subject=Please%20remove%20me%20from%20your%20mailing%20list
mailto:agriculture.midseast@environment-agency.gov.uk

